Appendix: data collection

The HOLC and FHA loan data come from the land records of three counties: Baltimore City,
Maryland; Peoria, Illinois; and Guilford, North Carolina.

In Baltimore City, Maryland, HOLC loans can be easily find in the alphabetical index by
grantee, i.e., the HOLC. A different technique is needed for FHA loans, was the FHA is not the
lender and therefore is not listed in the index. A quirk of record keeping nevertheless makes the
FHA loans relatively easy to find as well. For ease of record keeping, Baltimore saved every
tenth volume of its land records for transactions involving out-of-state parties. FHA loans,
which involved the FHA as an out-of-state insurer, were included in these volumes. Therefore, it
is only necessary to check every tenth volume to find most FHA loans, reducing the scope of the
search to 50 volumes from 500 that cover the period under study form May 1935 to March 1940.
That said, a small number of FHA loans were recorded in other volumes, typically at the very
end of those volumes. To check for such loans, we first reviewed the grantee indexes for the
FHA’s most common lender counterparties to locate all of their loans, and second we
systematically checked the last several loans in each of the 500 volumes. Baltimore City land
records are available online at www.mdlandrec.net.

In Peoria, Illinois, quirks of record keeping again make both HOLC and FHA loans relatively
easy to find. Most FHA loans were placed in a handful of land record books that solely consist
of FHA or HOLC loans. We also systematically checked the surrounding volumes which
contained a moderate number of additional loans. Peoria county’s land records are available at
recorder.peoriacounty.org.

In Guilford County, North Carolina, HOLC and FHA records are generally interspersed with
other records. Therefore, it is necessary to systematically scan all transactions in the period
under study. Guilford county land records can be viewed online at
https://www.guilfordcountync.gov/our-county/register-of-deeds.

In all of these databases, FHA and HOLC loans are readily identifiable through their use of a
common templates and references to either the National Housing Act or the HOLC.
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